
Pictured: Meng Huang Dragon by artist Meng Huang will be on display above the first floor entrance 
at Bellevue City Hall from Lunar New Year, February 15th, through September.

FEBRUARY 6, 2018
REGULAR MEETING

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

BELLEVUE ARTS COMMISSION



“The arts are an important expression of how people think of and experience the city and 
each other. Bellevue seeks to foster a strong arts and cultural community chiefly supported 
through a wide range of artists, art and cultural institutions, and arts groups offering a variety 
experiences to an engaged audience.”
                         -City of Bellevue, Comprehensive Plan, Urban Design & the Arts Element
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BELLEVUE ARTS COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

January 9, 2018  Bellevue City Hall 
4:30 p.m. Room 1E -112 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Commissioners Gulati, Jackson, Lau Hui, Malkin, 

Wolfteich 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Commissioners Lewis, Mandredi 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Joshua Heim, Scott MacDonald, Department of 

Planning and Community Development 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Ben Beres, Zac Culler, John Sutton, SuttonBeresCuller 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Gerry Lindsay 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:39 p.m. by Commissioner Malkin who presided. All 
Commissioners were present with the exception of Commissioner Wolfteich, who arrived 
at 4:43 p.m., and Chair Manfredi and Commissioner Lewis, both of whom were excused.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
 
 A. Approval of Agenda  
 
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Gulati. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lau Hui and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 B. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion to approve the December 5, 2017, minutes as submitted was made by 
Commissioner Lau Hui. The motion was seconded was by Commissioner Gulati and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
4. ACTION ITEMS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 A. Bellwether Program Update 
 
Arts Program Manager Joshua Heim noted that planning for Bellwether 2018 was 
continuing. He noted that unlike past years in which a panel administered calls for 
sculptures and then made a section for the show, a curator in the form of 
SuttonBeresCuller has been brought on board. The artistic team has also been consulting 
on the Grand Connection plan.  
 
Mr. Ben Beres with SuttonBeresCuller said the team envisions breaking down Bellwether 
into different sections, with murals, performances, installations, tech-based work, music, 
poetry and words, and music. The next steps will be to identify and solidify the various 



spaces, including Compass Plaza and the Bellevue Arts Museum. Some work will be up 
for only ten days, while other works will be up for months.  
 
Mr. John Sutton with SuttonBeresCuller added that much of the planning work was picked 
up from the strategic planning for the Grand Connection. A number of partnerships are 
being developed. Additionally, a number of artists have expressed their interest in 
participating.  
 
Mr. Beres stressed the importance of incorporating a number of different genres and to 
make sure to incorporate locations along the Grand Connection. He shared with the 
Commissioners location opportunities for murals. He said there are a number of 
awesome mural artists in the region. Mr. Sutton said in addition to identifying locations, 
the logistics process will involve talking to the property owners. He added that murals can 
either be permanent or printed on large banners to be hung on building walls.  
 
Commissioner Lau Hui asked about the longevity of murals painted on building walls. Mr. 
Sutton said the focus will be largely on making sure the murals will be made to last, 
particularly as they apply to the Grand Connection. The assumption is that those painted 
directly on the walls will be up for at least a year. Contacting property owners will be the 
next step. Not all of the mural artists will be local, but the majority of those contacted to 
date are in the region.  
 
With regard to performance spaces, contacts have been made. Consideration is being 
given to adding a stage at Compass Plaza to accommodate the spoken word and music 
performances. Other locations include in front of the Bellevue Arts Museum and Bellevue 
Square.  
 
Commissioner Jackson stressed the fact that diversity is extremely important to the 
Commission and the city. She pointed out that the artists on the list provided by 
SuttonBeresCuller were primarily white. She noted that the same was true of the listed 
musicians and added that more than half were male.  
 
Answering a question asked by Commissioner Gulati, Mr. Sutton said the team has been 
talking to the Bellevue Arts Museum about hosting a traditional exhibit that would be up 
for a period of time during and beyond Bellwether. It would be for artists not doing work 
out in the public space. Arts Program Coordinator Scott MacDonald added that 
permanent works cannot be hung on private properties for legal reasons, including the 
prohibition against the gift of public funds. The siting of permanent works require 
easements.  
 
Mr. Sutton said ideally installations will be up for more than just the ten days of 
Bellwether. Much will depend on the complexity and budget for the project. Some may 
require security. Whether or not the selected works will be new or commissioned will 
come down to budget considerations.  
 
Mr. Beres said the tech element of Bellwether involves opportunities for projection, 
interaction and installation art. Time would be needed ahead of time for setup and ideally 
the displays would remain in place for a month or two. They will also need to be self 
sufficient. Gary Hill, a big name in video art, is completely on board.  
 
With regard to words and poetry, Mr. Beres said the team has been working with Seattle 
poet and author Chelsea Jean Werner-Jatzke. He said beyond the spoken word there will 
focus on projecting words and collaborating with sign painters to print words on windows.  
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Mr. Sutton said Creative Capital, an internationally known organization based in New 
York, is being looked at to help with promotion. The organization funds a lot of artists who 
do challenging and interesting work in the areas of visual, performing and literature arts. 
They operate on a venture capital model which might also work well in Bellevue, and the 
idea is that they would potentially partner with artists who will be working on projects for 
Bellwether and the Grand Connection. The organization conducts workshops annually all 
along the West Coast, including in Seattle and Portland, and having them involved in 
Bellevue could include a workshop for artists local and regional artists. The organization 
invests in artists, not projects.  
 
Mr. Beres said the music element has yet to be fully fleshed out. Spaces are being looked 
at, including Compass Plaza, the Bellevue Arts Museum exterior, the courtyard and 
Downtown Park. Once temporary stages are erected it will be easy to schedule them. The 
stages will not necessarily be built structures but could include a lighted space with a 
public address system. Mr. Sutton said the music, poetry and spoke work performances 
will be programmed over the ten days of Bellwether, both on work days and weekends, 
with the bulk of them happening on Friday evenings and weekends.  
 
Mr. Beres said chef Matt Dillon jumped at the chance to do something creative with food 
that involves kids. He is working with the Michael Bennett Foundation to show kids out 
food is grown and prepared. Exactly how he will be involved is not yet worked out. Food 
trucks will be part of mix of performances.  
 
It is hoped that funding will be found for the Red Ball project, something that would 
provide a nice backbone for the exhibition. Funding would have to come from corporate 
sponsorship. Mr. Sutton noted that the project is a great one but far beyond the budget 
limits.  
 
Commissioner Lau Hui voiced support for including a youth connection and said she 
would like to see kids involved in creating a project for the exhibit. That would help get 
kids and families excited about coming to the event. Mr. Sutton agreed and said once 
artists and spaces are selected the outreach effort will include places like KidsQuest. In 
addition to performances, the team has talked about including talks by artists and the 
Bellevue Arts Museum has offered up their auditorium space for that type of 
programming.  
 
Commissioner Malkin suggested that the poetry and music elements lend themselves 
well to youth participation. Mr. Sutton agreed.  
 
Commissioner Wolfteich asked what process has been used to bring musical artists 
onboard. Mr. Beres said most of the artists are people known by the team. The artists will 
also be asked for suggestions.  
 
Commissioner Gulati commented that during the three-day arts festival at the Redmond 
Town Center there is live music on the stage. She said they may have a list of local 
musicians who play different kinds of music.  
 
Commissioner Malkin asked if there will a particular thread or theme connecting all of the 
various mediums. Mr. Sutton said the theme that has been pursued by the team is 
connections. That theme has been discussed in all of the conversations to date.  
 
Mr. Heim noted that the initial timeline has shifted to an opening the third week of 
September. While the exhibition has traditionally been a summer show, the fact is many 
families are out of town in the summer months and are back in town by September.  



 
Commissioner Malkin pointed out that weather can be a factor in September. Mr. Sutton 
agreed and said there will need to be contingency plans for the outdoor stages.  
 
 B. Downtown Park NE Entrance Artist Selection 
 
Mr. Heim said the project is focused on the entrance to Downtown Park at the corner of 
NE 4th Street and Bellevue Way. The artist recommended by the selection panel, which 
was chaired by Chair Manfredi, is Marc Fornes. Mr. Fornes is a French-born architect who 
lives in Brooklyn, New York. His work is sculptural and primarily involves pavilions. The 
panel was intrigued with the artist’s approach to experiences. During his interview, Mr. 
Fornes was clear about not wanting to create objects but rather experiences, which fits 
well with the goal for the project to integrate art to the degree possible into the entrance. 
Many of his works are statements in and of themselves, but they also incorporate a level 
of interactivity and a lavish use of color.  
 
Commissioner Malkin asked if the panel raised concerns about the works of Mr. Fornes 
fitting within the identified budget of $275,000. Mr. Heim said the question did come up 
given that most of Mr. Fornes’ works have had much larger budgets. However, most of 
those projects included addressing more than just the artwork, such as steps and 
landscaping, which in the case of the Downtown Park project would be covered by the 
overall project budget.  
 
Commissioner Gulati asked if the style of work offered by Mr. Fornes will fit with the new 
look of Downtown Park. Commissioner Malkin said he assumed the artist will certainly 
want to take into consideration the design of the park.  
 
Commissioner Jackson said the park has several large trees and given Mr. Fornes’ works 
that involve tree root/mangrove root designs it is likely he would take that into account 
and avoid anything garish and out of place. Commissioner Malkin added that the 
Commission will see the proposal before any final decisions are made.  
 
Answering a question asked by Commissioner Gulati, Mr. MacDonald said there are six 
permanent artworks currently in Downtown Park. They are not, however along the street, 
rather they are adjacent to the walking path.  
 
Commissioner Lau Hui asked about the timeline and Mr. Heim said the City Council has 
expressed a desire to see the parks department have the project completed by the end of 
2018. That, however, will not be possible. Instead, the parks department hopes to be 
under construction by the end of the year. The design team is currently working on up to 
five alternative layouts and configurations for what the space might look like. The artist 
once on board will interact with the design team to identify the opportunities for 
integrating art.  
 
Commissioner Jackson asked how long the project will take if construction begins in 
2018. Mr. Heim said he did not know. Much will depend on the construction season and 
how complicated the work is. He suggested that completing the project in 2019 is 
aspirational.  
 
A motion to accept Marc Fornes as the selected artist to receive the commission for 
artwork in the Downtown Park NE Entrance public art project was made by 
Commissioner Lau Hui. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jackson and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
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 C. 130th Streetscape Artist Selection 
 
Mr. MacDonald noted that the project runs on 130th Avenue NE from Spring 
Boulevard to NE 20th Street. The project will involve the interim streetscape with 
sections that will be permanent. The project is in the heart of what is being called the 
arts district. He said the selection panel was chaired by Commissioner Wolfteich. 
There were 86 total applicants and the panel ended up reviewing 68 different artists 
and artist teams from which three were selected to interview. The panel ultimately 
recommended Po Shu Wang whose works include a translation of natural 
phenomena, music and the human experience over time and space. The panelists 
felt strong that they wanted to select an artist they could be conceptually proud of 
given that the location is one in which artists will live and work and a place for the 
community to live and visit.  
 
Commissioner Wolfteich said it would be a big win for the city to have artwork by Po 
Shu Wang. He noted that many of the artist’s works involve the use of sensors that 
change the display in various ways interactively. The panel was moved by the 
connection the artist has with natural phenomena.  
 
A motion to accept Po Su Wang as the selected artist to receive the commission for 
artwork in the 130th streetscape public art project was made by Commissioner 
Wolfteich. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gulati and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. MacDonald said the budget for the project is $200,000.  
 
 D. Onsite Review Program 
 
Mr. Heim commented that the practice of attending the programs of grantees and 
drafting reports was brought back online in 2017 and labeled the Onsite Review 
Program. Attempts were made to conduct an onsite review for all of the organizations 
that received grants through the Eastside Arts Partnerships program, though the goal 
was not fully reached. The intent is to help inform the grant process.  
 
Mr. Heim provided the Commissioners a matrix containing the Eastside Arts 
Partnerships organizations and the special projects funded for 2018 along with 
printed instructions for how to conduct an onsite review. In addition to staff and 
Commissioners, residents who have applied for the open seat on the Commission will 
be invited to participate in the review process.  
 
5. COMMISSION QUICK BUSINESS 
 
6. REPORTS 
 
 A. Commissioners’ Committee and Lead Reports – As Noted 
 



 B. Project Updates from Staff – As Noted  
 
Mr. Heim informed the Commissioners that the City Council adopted the Grand 
Connection vision framework and the Grand Connection Arts and Cultural plan at its 
meeting on December 11, 2017. That puts the Commission on a path to pursuing 
opportunities as they arise. The next step will be for the planning department to do 
the fine grain work on the design guidelines side.  
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE, INFORMATION 
 
 A. Written Correspondence – As Noted 
 
 B. Information – As Noted 
 
  i. Committees – As Noted 
 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Malkin adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  
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Tuesday, February 6, 2018 Bellevue Arts Commission 
Meeting:  4:30 pm Action and Discussion 

 
 

 
BelRed Streetscape Plan Artist 
The Planning and Community Development department will be updating the BelRed Streetscape Plan. This 
document includes information on streetscape character, guidelines and development standards. It is a 
resource for planning and land use purposes, and adopted into the Transportation Design Manual to guide 
all public and private transportation projects within the BelRed Subarea. As part of this update, staff is 
proposing to hire a public artist to be a full member of the consultant team updating the entire plan, to 
rewrite the public art chapter in the plan and to come up with three concepts for early public art projects in 
the district. The Arts Program will be partnering with the Urban Boulevards program on the artist’s fee. The 
call for artists is proposed as a call open to all artists residing in the United States and British Columbia, 
Canada. Applications will be due March 7, 2018 at 5:00 PM.  
 
Action: A motion to approve the BelRed Streetscape Plan Public Artist Call as presented. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The BelRed Streetscape Plan Update 
Originally developed in 2008, the goal of this document is to distill the character of BelRed and guide its 
expression in the streetscape. The plan addresses four major topics: the establishment of BelRed’s 
character and the design language that conveys that character, a discussion of the role public art will play 
in creating identifiable, vital places within BelRed, the development of prototypes for the different street 
typologies, and specific street furnishing recommendations that are consistent with the district. Through 
the standards (requirements) and guidelines identified in the Plan, this document provides city 
Transportation engineers and private development a template for how streets and pedestrian spaces 
should be designed unique to BelRed.  
 
Ten years after the formation of the plan, many major arterial projects are in construction, design, or have 
been completed, Sound Transit’s East Link light rail line has been sited and is under construction, and new 
tenants and businesses have started to move into the area. This major update to the original plan will 
retool the vision to better encapsulate and guide this evolving district. 
 
Project Description for Artist 
The City of Bellevue seeks an artist or artist team to join the consultant team to lead the art and cultural 
planning of public art and other integrated creative features that could include, but are not limited to, 
standalone artworks, gateways, sidewalk furniture, hardscape, utility infrastructure, and cultural programs 
for the update of the BelRed Streetscape Plan, currently called the BelRed Corridor Plan: Streetscape 
Character, Guidelines and Standards. Building off of existing themes from the original plan, the artist or 
artist team will develop a new Public Art Element and advise the consultant team on the integration of art 
and cultural elements throughout the plan. Ideal artists or artist teams are able to demonstrate 
exceptional site-investigation skills with regard to local history and culture, experience developing art or 
cultural plans, and are accomplished public artists with experience working in a variety of media. 
Additionally, the artist or artist team, as a subset of their work under this contract, will develop proposals 

Action and Discussion   



 
(concepts and budgets) for early art and cultural projects that activate the district to be implemented from 
2019-2021.  
 
BUDGET 
Phase 1: The selected artist or artist team will receive $20,000 for all art and cultural planning and for the 
development of at least three public art concepts for early implementation. Phase 2: If the City elects to 
pursue early concepts identified in Phase 1, the artist or artist team will have access to a separate budget 
to refine and implement art and cultural proposals to include design development, fabrication/production, 
installation, and related artist fees. The budget for this optional phase will be between $25,000 and 
$210,000 depending on the project. This second phase will be fully funded by Urban Boulevards and no 
funds will come from the Public Art Program.  
 
SELECTION PROCESS 
City staff, the consultant team and a member of the Arts Commission will review applications and select up 
to five (5) finalists to interview. A panel composed of arts professionals, a representative of the Arts 
Commission, community members and/or stakeholders will interview finalists and make the final 
selection.  
 
At the interview, finalists will present and discuss past approaches and working methods with the panel 
and answer questions related to their work and experience with developing art or cultural plans. Based on 
the interviews and the selection criteria for the project, the selection panel will choose one artist or artist 
team. 
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BUDGET: Phase 1: $20,000 to develop the Public Art Element for the BelRed Streetscape Plan. The City may exercise an 
optional second phase (Phase 2) with the selected artist or artist team to develop specific public art opportunities detailed in 
the plan. Phase 2 budget could range from $25,000 to $210,000. Budgets are inclusive of artist’s fees for design, engineering 
if needed, fabrication and installation if exercised, and shipping, and travel. 

DEADLINE: March 7, 2018 Applications must be received by 5:00 p.m. (PST).

ARTIST SELECTION SCHEDULE (Schedules are subject to change)
Deadline for Entry – Wednesday, March 7, 2018
Short List Selection – Week of March 12, 2018
Finalist Interviews/Selection – Week of March 19, 2018
Finalist Notification – March 30, 2018 

ELIGIBILITY: This call is open to artists or artist teams residing in the U.S. and British Columbia. Applicants must have 
experience developing art or cultural plans.

CONTACT INFORMATION: For more information about this Request for Qualifications, please contact 
City of Bellevue staff member Scott MacDonald, at 425.452.4852 or smacdonald@bellevuewa.gov

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The City of Bellevue seeks an artist or artist team to join the consultant team to lead the art and cultural planning of public 
art and other integrated creative features that could include, but are not limited to, standalone artworks, gateways, sidewalk 
furniture, hardscape, utility infrastructure, and cultural programs for the update of the BelRed Streetscape Plan, currently called 
the BelRed Corridor Plan: Streetscape Character, Guidelines and Standards. Building off of existing themes from the original 
plan, the artist or artist team will develop a new Public Art Element and advise the consultant team on the integration of art and 
cultural elements throughout the plan. Ideal artists or artist teams are able to demonstrate exceptional site-investigation skills 
with regard to local history and culture, experience developing art or cultural plans, and are accomplished public artists with 
experience working in a variety of media. Additionally, the artist or artist team, as a subset of their work under this contract, will 
develop proposals (concepts and budgets) for early art and cultural projects that activate the district to be implemented from 
2019-2021. 

DEVELOP THE VISION FOR PUBLIC ART ALONG THE BELRED ARTS DISTRICT’S 
STREET NETWORK TO BE INTEGRATED INTO THE BELRED STREETSCAPE PLAN.

LOCATION: In Bellevue, Washington, BelRed is a 
900-acre area just northeast of Downtown Bellevue. 
Historically BelRed was a mix of farms, many of which 
were owned by Japanese farmers prior to World War 
II, and wetland areas. Today it is a light industrial area 
that is transitioning to dense mixed-use development, in 
anticipation of Sound Transit’s East Link light rail system. 
In 2008, it was designated as an arts district. The new 
vision for BelRed works to bring back wetland areas while 
concentrating dense development (with buildings up to 
150’ tall) around stations serving this major future 
transit system – much different than what is seen on the 
ground today. 

  

State Route 520Northup Way

Bel-Red Road

NE 12th St

  

E
N .ev

A dn251

 

 

NE 20th St

1
2

7
th

  
A

ve
 N

E

1
4

0
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
3

0
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
3

2
n

d
 A

ve
 N

E

1
3

4
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
4

8
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
2

4
th

 A
ve

 N
E

1
2

0
th

 A
ve

 N
E

NE  15th St

NE 16th St

NE 8th St

1
1

6
th

 A
ve

 N
E

In
te

rs
ta

te
 4

0
5

T
T

T

Lake
Bel levue  

Street  Types   

Local  Street

Green Street

Shopping Street   

L ig
ht  R

ai l



BELRED STREETSCAPE PLAN PUBLIC ART ELEMENT | REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

APPLICATIONS DUE BY 5:00 PM PST ON MARCH 7, 2018 PAGE 2

PUBLIC ART PROGRAM’S MISSION
The City of Bellevue seeks to be a vital platform for cultural 
exchange and creative inspiration. The City turns to living 
artists to enrich the collective experience of Bellevue’s 
public places through permanent commissions and a 
growing collection of movable artworks funded through the 
Public Art Program. A segment of the collection is devoted 
to artworks that raise the discourse on the defining aspects 
of Bellevue’s civic life, exploring the diverse identities of our 
residents, converging cultures, international connections, 
technological currents and interplay between nature and 
the urban experience that make Bellevue’s environment 
unique. Bellevue’s art collection helps document the dynamic 
moments and complexities of Bellevue’s cultural life and is an 
important resource for future generations. 

SCOPE OF WORK
PHASE 1: ART AND CULTURAL PLANNING SERVICES
The selected artist(s) will be considered an independent 
consultant to the City and provide art and cultural planning 
and design services to them and the consultant team. The 
artist’s scope of work will be to serve as a full member of the 
overall consultant planning team and create the Public Art 
Element of the BelRed Streetscape Plan. Specific work and 
deliverables will include the following: 

•   Consultant team participation: Attend project team 
meetings, presentations, and community meetings 
necessary to develop the BelRed Streetscape Plan and 
the Public Art Element.

•  Review existing plans related to BelRed (provided 
 to selected artist by City).
•  Site investigation: Gather and synthesize relevant 

information about the physical, historical, social and 
cultural context of the project.

•  Art and cultural planning: Contribute to the overall 
retooling of the plan and develop the vision for art and 
culture in partnership with the consultant team, City 
staff, and project stakeholders; develop a new Public 
Art Element for the plan; and identify opportunities for 
integrating art elements in the BelRed Streetscape 
Plan. 

•  Generate graphics: Develop sketches, diagrams, 
renderings, photography, or other visual ephemera 
along with written descriptions to be included in 
the Public Art Element and any other identified art 
opportunity in the BelRed Streetscape Plan as needed.

• Prepare verbal, written and visual presentations to 
show ideas and proposals to the City, consultant team, 
and project stakeholders.

• Early projects conceptual and budget development: 
Develop a minimum of three early project concepts 
and cost estimates for art and cultural strategies that 
activates and promotes placemaking in BelRed from 
2019-2021. 

ESTIMATED PROJECT SCHEDULE 
1) Contracting (April 2018)
2) Draft Streetscape Plan Due (July 2018)
3) Final Streetscape Plan Due (December 2018)

THE BELRED ARTS DISTRICT
The BelRed Arts District was first designated in 2008. The 
high-level vision for the district laid out in city policy points 
to a future vibrant arts district with artist live/work studios, 
galleries, art events, public art and other art features where 
artists live and work, and the community comes to experience 
art and creative spaces. 

The original designation was driven by the many artists, arts 
organizations, and creative businesses located in the area. 
These include the Pacific Northwest Ballet’s Francia Russell 
Center, one of their two major school facilities, several music 
studios and practice facilities, music stores, individual artist’s 
studios, dance companies and schools, fabricators, and 
many creative and arts-based businesses. A group of such 
businesses and organizations has been established called 
the BelRed Arts District (B-RAD). Mostly within light industrial 
warehouses and service-based developments, the artists and 
arts organizations practicing and developing their artwork are 
largely hidden.

Increasingly, because of the districts positioning between 
the technology industry centers in Downtown Bellevue to 
the southwest and Microsoft’s main campus to the east, 
this district is seeing a large growth in established and 
startup technology firms moving to the area. Additionally, 
the graduate-level Global Innovation Exchange (GIX) recently 
opened in BelRed. This program is a technology and design 
program that is run in partnership between the University of 
Washington, Tsinghua University, and Microsoft. REI will also 
be moving their headquarters to BelRed in 2020.

THE BELRED STREETSCAPE PLAN
Originally developed in 2008, the goal of this document is 
to distill the character of BelRed and guide its expression 
in the streetscape. It addresses four major topics: the 
establishment of BelRed’s character and the design language 
that conveys that character, a discussion of the role public 
art will play in creating identifiable, vital places within 
BelRed, the development of prototypes for the different street 
typologies, and specific street furnishing recommendations 
that are consistent with the district. Through the standards 
(requirements) and guidelines identified in the Plan, this 
document provides city Transportation engineers and private 
development a template for how streets and pedestrian 
spaces should be designed unique to BelRed. 

Ten years after the formation of the plan, many major arterial 
projects are in construction, design, or have been completed, 
Sound Transit’s East Link light rail line has been sited and 
is under construction, and new tenants and businesses 
have started to move into the area. This major update to the 
original plan will retool the vision to better encapsulate and 
guide this evolving district. 
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PHASE 2: ACTIVATE THE DISTRICT, 2019-2021
If the City elects to pursue early concepts identified in Phase 
1, the artist or artist team will have access to a separate 
budget to refine and implement art and cultural proposals 
to include design development, fabrication/production, 
installation, and related artist fees. The budget for this 
optional phase will be between $25,000 and $210,000 
depending on the project.

SELECTION PROCESS
Artists and artist teams must be able to demonstrate 
experience with art or cultural plans.

City staff, the consultant team and a member of the Arts 
Commission will review applications and select up to five (5)
finalists to interview. A panel composed of arts professionals, 
a representative of the Arts Commission, community 
members and/or stakeholders will interview finalists and 
make the final selection. 

At the interview, finalists will present and discuss past 
approaches and working methods with the panel and 
answer questions related to their work and experience with 
developing art or cultural plans. Based on the interviews and 
the selection criteria for the project, the selection panel will 
choose one artist or artist team. The panel reserves the right 
to make no selection. Finalists will be invited to attend the 
interviews in person or via Skype.  

SELECTION CRITERIA
The artist or artist team will be selected based on the 
following qualifications/criteria:

•  Demonstrable experience with developing art plans 
plus quality of graphic and written examples; 

•  Conceptual strength and innovation of past work in 
application materials;

•  A command of multiple media and materials, with a 
preference for artists that select materials and media 
to best fit the attributes and goals of a specific site or 
project versus use of a consistent material, or media 
from project to project;

•  Experience developing artwork for public spaces; 
•  Availability to meet the project schedule.

APPLICATION 
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 5:00 P.M. PST ON WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 7, 2018.  Please include contact information on all 
materials. Materials must be sent to the attention of SCOTT 
MACDONALD, either:

•  Via Dropbox or other file sharing service to 
    Scott MacDonald (smacdonald@bellevuewa.gov); or
•  By hand at Bellevue City Hall Service First Desk (450 110th 

    Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA 98004). Only thumb drives will 
    be accepted. If you would like your drive returned, include 
    a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Please submit the following items:
STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
This should be a summary of your interest in the project 
and artistic focus and professional career, especially as 
your background relates to this project. Please discuss your 
availability and capacity during the project time frame. If you 
are a team, please include a brief statement that identifies 
the team lead, member responsibilities, and provide the 
official name under which the team will be conducting 
business. One (1) page limit (PDF preferred). 

RESUME
Not to exceed three (3) pages of relevant professional 
experience for an individual application. If you are applying as 
a team, please include your team/studio resume. If that is not 
available, please combine the individual resumes (one right 
after the other) of each team member into one document not 
to exceed four (4) pages (PDF preferred).

DIGITAL WORK SAMPLES AND DESCRIPTIONS
Submit up to ten images, or videos of less than one minute 
in length, of built past work samples per application (teams 
submit ten images total) that best illustrate your qualifications 
for this project. For each digital work sample submitted, 
provide a description with the title of the artwork or project, 
completion date, medium, dimensions, project location, 
commissioning agency, and budget. Also include a brief 
description (75 words or less) of each sample work. (PDF 
preferred).

SAMPLE ART OR CULTURAL PLAN 
Please submit one (1) example of an art or cultural plan 
in which you acted in the role of lead artist or cultural 
investigator (PDF preferred).

GRAPHICS
Submit three graphics developed by the artist or artist team. 
Graphics could include proposal renderings, diagrams, or 
other visual displays generated by the artist or artist team.

REFERENCES
Submit three professional references. References will only be 
contacted if an artist or artist team is selected as a finalist. At 
least one reference is required from a past art or cultural plan 
(PDF preferred).
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AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)
The City of Bellevue in accordance with the Rehabilitation Act 
(Section 504) and the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
commits to nondiscrimination on the basis of disability in all 
of its programs and activities.  This material can be made 
available in an alternate format by emailing Tom Carroll at 
tcarrolll@bellevuewa.gov or by calling collect (425) 452-6981.

TITLE VI
The City of Bellevue in accordance with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 USC 2000d to 2000d-
4 and Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department 
of Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 
21, Nondiscrimination in Federally-Assisted Programs of 
the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such 
Act, hereby notifies all Consultants that it will affirmatively 
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this 
advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises as 
defined at 49 CFR Part 26 will be afforded full opportunity to 
submit submittals in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, or sex in consideration for an award.
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Tuesday, February 6, 2018 Bellevue Arts Commission 
  

 

PROJECT UPDATES 
 
PUBLIC ART 
 
Bellwether 2018: Exhibition & Art Walk 
No updates to report. 
 
East Link Public Art 
No updates to report. 
 
Grand Connection 
No updates to report. 
 
Lattawood Park 
No updates to report. 
 
Meydenbauer Bay Waterfront Expansion 
No updates to report. 
 
Night Blooming Donation 
Update, February 6, 2018: Installation of the artwork is scheduled to take place March 8-11 at 
Bellevue Botanical Garden. 
 
130th Streetscape Public Art 
Update, February 6, 2018: Staff is working to contract with artist Po Shu Wang. 
 
Downtown Park Public Art  
Update, February 6, 2018: Staff is working to contract with artist Marc Fornes. 
 
Portable Art Collection 
No updates to report. 
 
Public Art Collection & Maintenance 
No updates to report.   
 
Life Cycle Replacement: 
Update, February 6, 2018: Staff is working to contract with artist Pat McVay for the replacement of 
his original Life Cycle artwork at Chism Beach Park.  

R e p o r t s   



OTHER PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 
 
Artspace Affordable Housing Feasibility Study 
No updates to report. 
 
Bellevue Creative Edge 
Update, February 6, 2018: An update will be provided at today’s meeting. 
 
Cultural Compass 
No updates to report. 
 
Funding, 2018 
No updates to report. 
 
Power Up Bellevue 
No updates to report. 
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COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Below are suggested committee assignments and project leads for 2018.  If you have any 
questions or would like to swap an assignment, please discuss with Chair Paul Manfredi.   

 
 
2018 Suggested Assignments 
 
Executive committee 

 Monthly Arts Commission Meetings, Paul Manfredi lead 
 Budget One reporting 
 2017 Annual Meeting 

 
Allocations committee 

 Becky Lewis, lead 
 Maria Lau Hui, lead on pilot capacity building program 
 Carl Wolfteich 

 
Public art group 

 130th Avenue in BelRed, Carl Wolfteich  
 Lake Hills, Becky Lewis 
 Lattawood Park, Philip Malkin 
 Downtown Park, Paul Manfredi 
 2018 Bellwether, Trudi Jackson 

  
Planning group 

 Artspace Artist Housing Feasibility Study, Philip Malkin 
 Creative Edge, Paul Manfredi 
 Grand Connection and Wilburton Land Use Study, Maria Lau Hui 

 



 

 
Department of Planning & Community Development 

450 110th Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA  98004  ▪  425-452-7892  ▪  Hearing Impaired: dial 711 

 

 

Post Office Box 90012 • Bellevue, Washington • 98009 9012 

 City of 
Bellevue  

 
 

 

February 1, 2018 

 

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Bellevue s Wilburton Commercial Area Land Use and 

Transportation Project 

 

The City of Bellevue has identified the Wilburton Commercial Area as a future urban neighborhood 

providing new opportunities for businesses, entertainment, and housing, exhibiting a unique design 

aesthetic, and offering new transportation modes and connections. Wilburton is located between two high 

growth centers in Bellevue  Downtown and BelRed   and is slated for major transit, pedestrian, and 

cyclist connectivity improvements that will serve as a catalyst for change. East Link light rail will offer 

high capacity transit connectivity to the region by 2023; the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) will create a 

regional non-motorized connection for pedestrians and cyclists; and the City-led initiative of the Grand 

Connection will create opportunities to reconnect Downtown and the Wilburton Commercial Area for 

cyclists and pedestrians.  

 

Based on a vision developed with the guidance of a Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC), amendments to 

y Council 

consideration that would facilitate investment and redevelopment.  To help the CAC and other City 

decision makers consider the environmental implications of land use and transportation options, this 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) studies three alternatives: 

 

No Action Alternative: The No Action Alternative is required by the State Environmental Policy Act 

(SEPA) and assumes the current Comprehensive Plan, Land Use Code, and Zoning Map are retained. The 

Wilburton Commercial Area could grow from about 3.6 million square feet of development to 4.2 million 

square feet of development. City-planned transportation investments in the current Comprehensive Plan 

Transportation Element could be made. However, the Grand Connection would be assumed to not be 

developed under the No Action Alternative. As a King County-led initiative, the ERC would be completed 

under the No Action Alternative.  

 

Alternative 1: Under Alternative 1 the Wilburton Commercial Area Land Use & Transportation Project 

could encourage development of a more intense urban form and promote additional multimodal 

connections. New Land Use Code standards could increase allowable building heights and floor area 

ratios while providing custom design standards for buildings to create compatible urban forms. There 

could be a greater concentration of development and mix of uses, with an emphasis on adding housing, 

office/medical, retail, and hotel space. The amount of potential development could grow to 13.1 million 

square feet of development, or about 8.8 million square feet more than the No Action Alternative. The 

ERC could connect to the eastern terminus of the Grand Connection and could improve pedestrian and 

bicycle connections. Additional street connections could allow for smaller blocks different development 

patterns and opportunities. The range of building heights could be 35 feet to 250 feet, with a range 

between 120 feet and 160 feet being the most predominant building form. 



 

 

 

 

Alternative 2: Alternative 2 is similar to Alternative 1 except that potential growth could be about one-

third higher, up to 16.3 million square feet of development, or 12.1 million square feet more than the No 

Action Alternative, and the urban form could be more intense across the Study Area. Building heights 

between NE 8th Street, NE 4th Street, and west of 116th Avenue NE could reach 300 to 450 feet in height, 

with ranges between 200 and 250 feet, and 120 and 160 feet, being the most predominant. Additional 

street connections could allow for smaller blocks and a different development pattern and opportunities 

from the No Action Alternative.  

 

At a programmatic level, each alternative is evaluated in terms of beneficial and adverse effects associated 

with geology and soils, water resources, air quality/greenhouse gas, ecosystems, land use and economic 

activity, neighborhoods and population, aesthetics, transportation, noise, energy, environmental health, 

and public services and utilities. 

 

You may provide comments on the Draft EIS over a 45-day comment period, from February 1 to March 

19, 2018. Written comments must be submitted by March 19, 2018. Written comments may be 

submitted: 

 

By email to: bcalvert@bellevueawa.gov  

 

By letter to: 

City of Bellevue 

Planning and Community Development 

Department 

Attn: Bradley Calvert  

450 110th Avenue NE 

Bellevue, WA 98004 

 

The DEIS can be found at the following: 

 

https://planning.bellevuewa.gov/planning/planning-initiatives/wilburton-grand-

connection/citizen_advisory_committee/ 

 

A public hearing to present oral or written comments is planned on February 28, 2018 at 4:30 pm, at 

Bellevue City Hall, 450 110th Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA 98004. 

 

Thank you for your interest in the future of the Wilburton Commercial Area. If you have questions, 

please contact Bradley Calvert, 425-452-6930. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bradley Calvert, AICP 

 
Community Development Program Manager 

Department of Planning & Community Development 

mailto:bcalvert@bellevueawa.gov
https://planning.bellevuewa.gov/planning/planning-initiatives/wilburton-grand-connection/citizen_advisory_committee/
https://planning.bellevuewa.gov/planning/planning-initiatives/wilburton-grand-connection/citizen_advisory_committee/


 

 

 

City of Bellevue, WA 

425.452.6930 

bcalvert@bellevuewa.gov 

 

mailto:bcalvert@bellevuewa.gov
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